











PONY MIXTURE

3.00 kg Rossa Meadow fescye

2.00 kg Barcel o similar tall fescye
1.50 kg Prajria| cocksfoot

1.50 kg Reverent creeping red fescye
1.00 kg Bornite sheeps fescue

1.00 kg Promesse timothy

0.50 kg Teno smaller catstaj)

1.00 kg Sobra smooth Meadowgrass

0.50 kg Highland browntop
0.10 kg Meadow foxtaj]
0.10kg sweet vernal grass
0.80 kg Crested dogstail
0.25kg Burnet

0.10 kg Ribgrass

0.05kg Yarrow

0.10 kg Sheeps parsley
14.50 kg per acre



HM.8 HORSE PADDOCK MIXTURE

3.0kg KIMBER, Early Perennial Ryegrass
4.0kg PREMIUM, In¢ Perennial Ryegrass

HORSE PADDOCK - 4.0kg CANCAN, Late Perennial Ryegrass
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I.5kg ERECTA,Timothy

0.5kg Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass
2.0kg Strong Creeping Red Fescue
I5 kg per acre

| good drought tolerance, ang suitable for over seeding

ECOMOMmy MIXTURE

3.75 kg Premium Diploid
350 kg Lasso Late Diplojg
3.00 kg Pastour Late Diploid
2.50 kg Pernille Red Fescue
125 kg Erect Timothy
14.00 kg Per acre




HERB PADDOCK pijx

0.25kg Burnet
0.10kg Ribgrass
0.05kg Yarrow (below)
0.10kg Sheeps Parsley
0.50kg per acre
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EQUINE LAMINITIS

Laminitis is one of the most common
causes of lameness and disability of
horses and ponies in this country.

Laminitis is a highly traumatic and painful condition, that can affect
ponies and horses, and requires immediate first aid treatment

provided by your vet and farrier.
One of the causes of Laminitis is the over eating of

produces fructans — water-soluble carbohydrates —:

to trigger laminitis . Traditional meadow grasses are
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susceptible:horses and ponies as they tend to contain less fructans.
However, levels can still elevate quickly when grass becomes stressed,
for example due to frost or drought. More fructans are stored in
grass stems than in the leaves. If necessary, continue to top grass to
a height of applroxinia ely 5 cm (2-3in) if grounds conditions are dry
enough or cross graze with sheep.Topping increases the leaf to stem
ratio and th‘hr;lefore &kcreases th__e fructans available to grazing horses
or ponies. Increased leaf growthEisults in improved sward density,

resulting imggod"ground coverage that is be ter able to with stand

hoof pressure, whilst providing le oppor!ﬁ for invasive weeds to
grow. Toppin, Isoi llows optimum nutrient production and maintains
the palatability of grass. ! ‘ A
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Seeding can be done from April to October
providing adequate moisture/irrigation is
available.A light dressing of fertiliser 2/3 weeks
before sowing will help get quick establishment
of the sward. Ploughing and total re seeding
should be avoided if at all possible, and only
undertaken as a last resort. Some horse
owners also provide an area at one end or
headland of a paddock — or a grazing strip
with beneficial herbs such as fenugreek, vetch
and comfrey. These can be a useful source of
minerals.

Soil that is impoverished and nutrient deficient
will not only produce little grass of poor
quality, but will allow weeds to ‘compete’

with the grass for nutrients and risk inducing
nutritional problems for the grazing animal.

Grazing period by cattle or sheep - These
bovine animals are not generally affected by
the same species of worm that afflict equines,
and cattle or sheep should really be left to
graze and ‘clean up’ after the horses are taken
out. Bovines also tend to graze less selectively
than horses and graze off the rough area and

weeds that horses tend to leave. Topping of
rough grasses may otherwise be required.

All plants need to be fed and grass is no
different.VWe offer a range of products that
are both organic and the usual agricultural
fertiliser

Prior to slot seeding, create a short sward by
cutting (with the cuttings removed) or hard
grazing. Slot seeding was originally developed
as a technique for increasing the productivity
of grassland by introducing species such as
white clover (Trifolium repens) and ryegrass
(Lolium perenne). The method has been used
with some success to introduce wildflowers.
Slot seeding requires specialist machinery
which drills seed into shallow slots, up to
I5mm deep, cut into the turf. It is essential to
control competition from the existing sward

in order for seedlings to establish and survive.

The best means of doing this is by fitting the

slot seeder with a band sprayer which applies a
narrow strip of contact herbicide, to the sward

at the same time as the seed is sown.

Some machines have a rotovating attachment,
which serves a similar purpose by removing
the existing sward. However, rotovating is less
desirable than the use of herbicide as it may
release nitrogen from the soil and stimulate
the weed seed bank.A major advantage of slot
seeding is that good results can be achieved
with very low seed rates. However, the stripes
of the drill lines may be visually unappealing
and can take several years to disperse.The use
of herbicide or a rotovator also risks the loss
of desirable species from the sward.

The method is not recommended on poorly
drained soils because slots can smear or

fill with water, and there is a greater risk to

seedlings of slug damage and damping off.



SLOT SEEDING

This is a popular method of sward renovation. A range of direct drills are available which
offer variations on introducing seed to the soil.

Some simply cut a slot into which the seeds are dropped, others create a wider slot by cutting away a section of turf, where as others rotavate a narrow
strip of ground in front of each drill coulter.

The advantage of direct drills is that they ensure a good contact between soil and seed, producing higher germination rates than oversowing techniques.
The strip seeders are particularly well suited for use on very dense swards that are difficult to open up with harrows.

Problems can arise from drills placing seed too deep and from sheep selectively grazing out lines of new seedlings. Costs of using a slot seeder are
normally greater than for over sowing. Slug pellets are usually needed with these techniques and can be applied with the seed.

The timing of slot seeding

In Spring there is plenty of moisture in the soil and a long growing season ahead.This will not be an ideal time if there is high pressure on early season
grazing. Low soil temperatures can mean slow establishment and it then can be difficult to keep on top of competing grass during peak growing times.
After silage swards are open and require less harrowing to create the right conditions.The risk of prolonged dry conditions is less after later cuts (July/
August). This is often the best timing. Clover seeds need to be sown by early August.




VETCH

Good at fixing Nitrogen, provides bulk in the
first year, used as a green manure, is quick to
establish and good at suppressing weeds.

RAGWORT

Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)
contains toxic pyrrolizidine alkoloids which are
poisonous to horses, other farm animals such
as sheep and cattle and also to wild animals
such as hare and deer. Ragwort is one of the
most frequent causes of plant poisoning of
livestock in Britain. Both horses and cattle are
more likely to suffer from ragwort poisoning
than any other animal. The poisoning affects

young animals more than more mature animals.

This potentially fatal plant does have a bitter
taste which often deters horses from eating
it. However if grass becomes sparse, horses
may resort to eating plants they wouldn’t
normally eat, including ragwort if it is present.
Overgrazed land provides ideal conditions for
ragwort growth and spread.Well managed
pasture, with a dense grass sward provides
less of an opportunity for undesirable weeds
to invade. Some horses develop a liking for
the bitter taste and may choose to eat it when
there is sufficient palatable grass available to
graze on.

If plants cannot be pulled in time, they should
be topped, collected from pasture and
disposed of. The plant is poisonous during all
stages of growth and remains highly toxic even
when wilted or dried so never allow horses
access to ragwort in any state. Ragwort
becomes much more palatable following
cutting or treatment. Small quantities eaten
over a longer period of time are just as
dangerous as a larger quantity eaten on one
occasion: the toxins have a culimative effect.
The toxins in ragwort are not destroyed by
cutting, pulling, digging up, spraying or drying.
Always check hay and haylage do not contain
ragwort.

Ragwort is normally a biennial, present as

a rosette close to the ground in spring of

its first year then growing upwards and
flowering during the summer of its second
year. However, cutting or topping ragwort may
alter the plants life cycle and result in it being
present as a perennial. Each plant can produce
up to 150,000 seeds with a 70% germination
rate. Ragwort seeds can be dormant in the
soil for up to 20 years.This explains why the
odd plant may appear — despite good pasture
management — where weeds are otherwise
under control. Fragments of root left behind in
the soil when the plant is removed can regrow.
Ragwort poisoning can occur at any time of
year, so remain vigilant all year round.

Good year round pasture management
combined with appropriate stocking rates
(based on the particular equines, land
characteristics and size), will reduce the
likelihood of ragwort problems. Productive
grassland has a dense sward which provides
little opportunity for ragwort to grow amongst
the grass. However, overgrazed pasture — with
reduced grass cover and possibly soil damage
— encourages seeds previously dormant within
the soil to germinate and provides the ideal
growing space for ragwort plants to establish.
It is also important to manage undergrazed
pastures as these too can be subject to weed
establishment.






